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for their acts. Misled by foreign analogies, as Mr. Webster held
the writer of the Protest to have been, it was necessary to point
out that our American constitutions are not checks imposed
upon a preexisting authority, but that they are grants of specific
powers, for the extent of which we are to look to the grants
themselves. In this portion of the speech he has left the most
important guide that we possess for the discussion of our Amer-
ican questions of constitutional power, by keeping in view the
broad distinction between our systems and the precedents or
analogies drawn from foreign states.

The excitements of the period in which this speech was de-
livered have passed away, and another generation has succeeded.
More than thirty years have elapsed since General Jackson, by
the mere force of his will, could cause a great party to accept,
for the moment, the doctrines of his remarkable protest. But
there is not one of those doctrines that has survived the tem-
porary passions which gave them a brief political ascendency.
They have received no subsequent sanction from the people
of this country. As constructions of the Constitution, or as
explanations of the nature of our institutions, and the dis-
tribution of political functions, they have been, in fact, re-
jected; and they stand in our political history in no other
rank than that which belongs to assertions of power that have
derived their force from the peculiarities of individual charac-
ter, backed by the personal devotion of a party to whose gen-
eral political creed they were as uncongenial as they were to the
spirit of the age, and to the provisions of the fundamental law
of the land.

But the personal and temporary triumph of General Jack-
son was complete; for, while the Senate recorded their re-
jection and official condemnation of the doctrines of his pro-
test, there was no legislation effected, at this session of Con-
gress, restoring the public deposits to the Bank of the United
States, or controlling in any way the financial experiment
which the Executive Government was determined should be
tried.

Before leaving this subject of the Bank of the United
States, it is proper to refer to a base attempt that was made to
fasten upon Mr. Webster an imputation of interested motives.